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ABSTRACT

wwugh corruption eradication hns been aoi ced out for such a long time,
people see that corruption is eaen getting wilder and expandingl As an
extraardinary crime, corruption must be fought extraord.inarily. t|hile
stict ruIe aflffi,, swerepunishment -euen deathpenarty-, and-possibly
social exclusion may be applied to those proren to iaae coinmitted
corntption, tzroflreness on theharms of corruption must be introduced to
y,ung generetion to p-rment thernfrom committing such crime. English
Iessons nt sdrcols canbe the plnce where the au,areniss is instillcd thiugh
the auiaas presentations of learning materials as rending passages,
canoersation practice, witing practice, eaen grammw prnric. B ecause
of 

-the flexibility of the nature of language learning, English lesson et
sdtoal has the potential to be deaeloped in such o-*oylhot promotes
fght against comtption. Tltis paper will elaborste hou' this idea can be
implemented. It will start with the discussion of character buitdiug,
npic af fghting against corruption found in existing English schoot
books, and then is followed by elaboration on how the lopic can be
presented in English classes,
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INTRODUCTION

Though cormption eradication has been voiced out for such a
long time, this country cannot get rid of it very easily. Even there is
an indication that the corruption is getting wilcier incl expanding.
More persons from different levels of bureaucracies, legislative bod-
ies both local and national, political parties, business and private sec-
tors conrmit and get involved in that crime. They become suspects or
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The widespread of corruption in this counfy is also evident ttm f

Corruption Ferception Index {cPI) issued by Transparency Interrn- f
tionallT!. Thcugh there aras a slight irnprovernenf in 2010 Indonesie !
still ranked 110. A year before TI ranked our country 111, and 126 w L
2008. In the same y€ars, Gallup center - a research hub based in d- L
capital of the united Arab Emirates Abu Dhabi- scored 87 in 2010 and I
a0 in zoog. Gallut's survey also revealed that more Indonesians per- I
ceived that cormption was getting serious. More than 8 in l0Indore t
sians say that cormption is widespread throughout the nation's gor- t
ernment and businesses. Compared to citizens in other Southeast Asim L
counlriesn Indonesians are much more likely to say that corruption k I
prevalent in both ttre govermnent and business sectors. il

To cornbat the widespread cormptiort the govelnment through I
Law Nurrrber 30 Year 2S02 established the corruption Eradicatim t
Commission [KPK). There used to be a lot of big thumbs for the cort t
mission for its ability to catch redhanded and prosecuted high pt:F t
cases, but naw the trust for the commission starts being doubted be I
cause it is ccnsidered {ail to prosecute other big cases as Century Bank I
case. sorne prorrinent figures frcm political parties even argue to dis. I
sclve KPK. The integrity ard independency of the commission are I
under questions when sorne iudges in trocal cormption courts verT I
recently freed suspects invclved in corruption cases. I

We are aware tleat KPK alone will not be able curb the corruption il
and the cormptive behaviors of the citizens. The enactrnent of roles I
of other legai bodies as police and prosecutr:rs and the support from I
the people as a whotre" and rrost inportantly strong commitment of t

:|;ff1;*"nt 
are prerequisite fcr the succ€ss o{ corruption eradi- 

|
Besides, preventive action to stop the widespread of corruption I

must also be taken. Ycung lndcnesian ctriidren must be made aware 
N

of the danger of cormpdon and corruptive bel1aviors. Young Indone' I
sians must realize that corruption is an extraordinary crime, a crime I
against humanity that they rnust never think a{ doing. curbing the 

I
very massive cormpticn needs a cclleetive arrt/areness and a collective 

!commitment. I
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This can be done through education since education is the best
way to build awareness and commitment. Education teaches people
what is wrong and what is right, r,vhat don'ts and what dos. Educa-
tion here doesn't specificary refer to the teaching and learning of
subjects as Religion and Citizenship (ppKn), rather-all subjects given.
Every subject at school incrudrng English into certain exient is sup-
posed to contribute to the building of the students, awareness on
corrupbion.

This paper tries to offer English teachers a perspective in teach-
ing character building especially the building of anti corruption char-
acter- integrally through English ranguage leaming by biinging is-
sues of fights against corruption into the classroom.-

CHARACTER EDUCATION

Character education has been emerging as a hot topic in recent
years. it has been widely discussed in many different forums of sen-li-
nars and conferences involving not only educators, government offi-
cials, political leaders but also businessmen as well as artists. The
emergence of this topic seems to be the response to the failure of the
11tion in developing competitiveness.I4lhile countries such as lndia,
China, Korea, Malaysia and even the longwar-suffering country viet-
nam have stepped iar into prosperity with significant achievement in
technology advancement, Indonesia is still occupied very much by
cases of massive corruptiory violence, dishonesty, irresporrribility, lo*
discipline, nationalism and so on. It is therefore, despite the abundant
natural resources and the fifth biggest population ir th" world, this
country progresses very slowly in achieving its goals to becorne a
prosperous nation"

Character refers to how good a person is. A person with a good
character is he or she who exhibits personal qualities which fit those
considered desirable by a society. The qualities may inciude trust-
worthiness, respect, responsibiiity, fairness, caring, honesty, self dis,
cipline, perseverance, and citizenship. Education is prupured to help a
person to achieve those qualities. Character education is, therefore,
ihe deliberate effort to develop virtues that are good for individual
and good for the society. it is the development Jf knowiedge, skills
and abilities that enable the learners to make in{ormed unir"rpor-
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sible choices. The pu{pose of character education is to affirm human
dignity, promote well being and happiness of the individual, to sen'€

the common good, to define one's rights and obligations and to meet

certain universal ethics (Lickona, 1991). Character building is the war-

to strengthen one's character by molding oneself into productive per-

son, a person who has good qualities which fit the society.
In the case of the Indonesian context today, character educaticn

needs to be directed more specifically to respond certain issues and

cases. One of those is the widespread of corruption. Then charactei

eciucation -according to me - should deliberately instill students'
awareness concerning the effects and danger of corruption. Students,

through various methods and materials, should be exposed to real

cases of corruption and are encouraged to think critically and respon-
siblv which later may build his ,/ her anti corruption character. It G

very urgent as it is mentioned earlier, corruption in this country has

been very rnassive, octopused almost all aspects of lives of the nation.
It has becorne a crime against humanity, it hampers the rights of the

people to prosperity.
As a subject at school, English is also expected to teach character

to the students. Concerning this, some schools have required English
teachers to put characters on their lesson plan. Virtues wi'rich are tar-
geted by activities during the teaching learning process should be

specifically mentioned. When the activity is discussion for example,
the virtues targeted are among others respect others' opinion, col-
laboraticrr:r and cooperation. Reading activity may target virtues a=

diligence, critical thinking, activeness, accuracy etc"

English lesson at school - I believe- ean cffer rnore than thai. It
can teach virtues not only by activities it has but also by topics pre-

sented during the acti'i'ities. English lesson may present a wide arrar-

of topics through its reading, speaking, writing, even listening sec-

tions. Ideas, arguments, examples in favar of fighting against coffuFF

tion can be presented in those various tvpes o{ activities and forms
Topic selection wili then contribute sigprificantly to the rnolding anC

shaping of anti corruption character. I don't metrn that topic of cor-

ruption should appear in every unit or chapter of English book, or is
presented in every session of teaching. Rather, there should be some

topics concerning corruption which are f,repared carefully in order tc
help shape students' perception about com:ption.
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TOPICS OF FIGHT ACAINST CORRUPTION IN ENGLISH SCHOOT
BOOKS

- standar Kompetensi 
,Bahssa 

Inggris sMA mentions language skilis
that must be mastered by students: listening, speaking, r:eadlng and
writing. It also mentions very specifically 5 competencei of communi-
cative, linguistic, socio-cultural, strategic js well as discourse
competences. But it does not mention very specifically the content.
what is meant here is that teachers and book write., irurr" the free-
dom to select material-s which may give sfudents not oniy the compe-
tencies but also the vaiues and norms conveyed in the language. Top-
ics for diaiogs of speaking practice, reading passages, ird writlng
practice may be developed into the ones that involve those vaiuei
and norms.

To find out whether English books for senior high schools have
accommodated topics or issues of corruption and fights against cor-
ruption, three books were selected as sample of the itudy. sample 1
y'v1s lgnte-xtual English which was published by Tiga serangkai Fuira
Mandiri. sample 2was.English Aliae pubrished by yu?isfira, aid sampie
3 was Look Alrcsd which was published by Erlangga. These three books
were sampled randomly from around 15 school books for senior high
schools available in Central Java. Each titie has three books, Book
one (Contextual English 1, English Alive 1, and Look Ahead 1) is for
grade X; Book 2 is grade XI and finally Book 3 is for grade XII. so
there were 9 books which served as samples of the studylThe samples
were scrutinized page by page in order to be able to l,ocate any pre-
sentation which had topic related to fight against corruption.

From the three samples (9 books), there were only two presenta-
tion of topic which may be related to cormption or fight uguir.rt.or-
ruption. The first one was found in Book 1 of sample gbt unit z under
the title'BreakingNews'on page 1T4.TL.e page presents a picture of a
news program of Liputan 6. The presenter is a woman with a news
title'KoRUPSI BUL}G'(puge 174). The instructions put under the
pictures ar"e: 1) Talk about what you see in the picture; 2) Do you like read-
ing / listening to news? INhy /wlry not? Etc. Though the locus of the
presentation is discussion on news item, it may be extended into cases
of other corruptions occurring in the present time so that the students
have more understanding on the issue. corruption in Bulog occurred
years ago and it was not actual anymore. I believe that the stuclents
have a littie to say about the topic.
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The second presentation was found in Book 2 of sample 3 of Unii
6 under the title of 'It shottld Be Like This"' This chapter is prepared for
teaci-ring exposition. Page 185 of this book present an example of an

exposition text as the following:

T-t', t,,u t**rr' **lut dw rxn*ng rd avmprinx i$ Sh*t k :!w

, -[-J rl;ui,:n hc:.rr'ccrr n'xmer" *nd c<rnry*nn? l\dl ronuprion is

1 **o*n* **q.**sr*. ir: *e wu:r$ en* in rhe t:.S. tt\ !u*r a ma*er

'rr drr: inrr'ssin. llowerer. ir * qurte "$w.ting whcs cse rclLrtlh

; sl,rvrt cltirnsJ*raaa ac dre ffi$st cilmry Sre in l*do*csia

: t*e run'*X. h*t rn*& tttr sad, art:allg heeau*e I rai' *nd e*r*

r Lving lrere in *c capital A* mcst pmpte kn',sl Tar{ung Pn,'h

: Fw srnqgg'd*g is nct a*w *ing sr r$l $*utFre*$$s who'nxr*s

' t* mirrimiru **irffi $r$yil*ils *$d tod**eh * *krgnwr* *firr*
g Tlq" curn hrilx thc cftrchis

Thcsi*

{.4nrwunc***rr i#
i*** c**r*r.e;

Srgunnent I

*rgum*nt &

SsE*rwnend*tl*s

Swmnmt*f v&x
*hs&i or *h$il*{tr$tr

huptrxn;

V*11, thi*k rhe r*e+srxm t*trr** s* &s *n *:v*rc*c** tlw p*nldem.l

bv pir*i*hiug *c *nr*qw*s i* sriil $cx fu *no$l W* bsve r*

ryrnt *w **npr ge***rkr*s frm: getiq x twd rnenallx'

cw:*d hy e*rxqNitn,

i lr*ii*e s.s slx$ld *:*rt nr rhe **di**t *tager i* shwrl 'arq4

I *ink *qu** sh*ut* b* i{t'-olyd in *rE ef$xr tq errdicnt*

axrup*i+n S* rn**t rrar{se*r*cy {tisfuedpna,

#dr#d@ ils Jaklb e{ $#rtr}, tffi$

IJnfortunately those are the only toPics related to fights against

coruption found in the samples of English text books of senior high
schools. Comparing to the numbers of other topics, the pages avail-
able, also the opportunity provided by the curriculum- in the case the

school based curriculum- it is sad to say that this is not enough.

SOME ALTERNATIVE WAYS

Though each book sampled in this study is organized differently,
the possibility of bringing the topic of fight against corruption in each

of them is very big. Moreover, the books into certain extent follow
the genre based approach. Text types are presented one by cne b,v

unit or chapter. Thus, topics of fights against corruption may be pre-'

sented descriptively in descriptive text, argumentatively in exposi-
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tion text or perhaps in a piece of news in report text both as reading
or writing materials.

The very rare appearance of the topic in the existing English text
book must not mean that that we will really leave the topics out of the
English lesson. As elaborated previously, the building of the charac-
ter of anti corruption is necessary, and we, English teachers, are also
responsible for this. Therefore, we need to work creatively to meet
the demand. It is quite possible to prepare materials in supplement to
the text book already available. A little modification of the existing
materials wiii also be possible.

Besides reading and writing activities, topics o{ corruption may
also be presented in speaking, listening activities or eveR grammar
activities. Abundant texts on corruption-related issues are now avail-
able in the internet. English teachers only need to do a little rnove and
everything is ready.

Grammar lesson can also be modified in such away that rnay set
awareness of the students about corruption. For example, I-ook Ahead
2 page 29 presents a grammar exercise about 'if sentence' . The exercise
is as foliows:

It will be acceptable and also a good idea if we add 2 or 3 more
exercises which relate to corruption as:

f . if you do corruption, we
2. If the development budget is corrupted, the development

Surely there are many ways o{ bringing topics of fights against
corruption into the English classes.

C. Enjoy this. Complete the following sentences.
1. If i wrote something on the board, she _
2. If I were the teacher of that naughty student, I
3. She would run round the classroom if I
4. She would kick me if I _
5. I always give a reward if _
6. The head of the school will punish me if
7. She would throw things in front of her if --8. The children are amazins if

Look Ahead 2 page 39
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CONSLUSION

Though corruption eradication has been voiced out for such a
long time, this country cannot get rid of it very easily. Even there is
an indication that the corruption is getting wilder and expanding.
collective effort is necessary to curb the crime. English lesson should
also participate in the effort of eradicate corruption by instilling aware-
ness to the students on the dangers and harms of corruption. This can
be done by bringing topics of fight against corruption into the English
classroom. unfortunately, those topics are hardly found in the En-
glish text books. Teachers, should, therefore, prepare supplemented
materials, or modify the existing materials in order to be able to voice
out the fight against corruption. The presentation of the topics can be
in the reading and writing activities, speaking and listening and well
grammaa practice activities.
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