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EUROPEAN CONSERVATISM IN AMERTCAN
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INTRODUCTION

A society is marked by a series of complex inter-relationships an, .-
i'dividuals. This interaction absolutely exposes some phenomena --, ,

society. First, there arise practices, beliefs, ideas or rules which to a 1,..,
extent prescribe the permissible form of interaction among individuals .- -
groups. A second phenomenon is noted that certain r-rorror, values, be1.- ,

rules and standard of judgmenr come rittre by little over a period of ir- ,
to be regarded as more or less established and to b" u.."pt"d as a herii.,..
from the past. Third, the heritage from the past, ,-ro ,'"rr", h"r" .r;.; _

guarded, reveals itself as subject to change u.rd irr.rorrution. The change a,. _

innovation may be unintended but its existence is sometimes undeniai,.
a technological advance, for an example. It is nored that this change oi:.-
denotes to a deliberate change. So there are those who reject or fight su,:
changes and the others who seek and resist change. In relation to the re=
of conservatism based on the above condidon, therefore some people cla--:
that it has come to be the subject of controversy and confusion.

In general, conservatives wish to preserve present or past values rath;:
than to create or adopt new ones. It also d".rote, ,o u poriri.ur morarin: -,is political because it is a view about the political 

"rrurg"rrr"", it-r"i rnl;,,
a society good, and it is moral because it takes it to be the justificati,:-
of political arrangements that they foster good rives (Kekes, 199E:,1
Definition of conservatism is seemingly bur.d o* th" .uit,rr"l traits ar:
great experiences from the country where produces it. Therefore, e\re:
country has a distinctive characteristic of political behaviors which extenj,
fro.m L:fr ro Right. In America, iiberaiism and conserrrr,ir* are r\,, _

political behaviors which give the deep impacrs rowards all dimensions ::.
a sociery life.

According ro survey from rhe 1980 ICpsR National Election surve...
American people have differe^t rhings in inind wlren they say tha:
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someone's political views are liberal or conservative. Their self-placement
is not haphazard or random, nor is it simply a matter of amorphous but
potent political symbolism. 'lUhen people say that they are liberals or
conservatives, it is likely to reflect their feelings on, at leasl, some issues

such as general philosophy, economic responses, social issues, foreign
policies, and miscellaneous, And sometimes they reflect their ideological
self-placement which can serve as a potent, useful symbol to people. Much
like party identification, it can serve as a short-hand symbol for a particular
point of view (Sanders, 1986: I25 -133).

Moreover the period of European history also gave great contributions
towards the greatest and most sudden change in the history of man upon
the earth, mainly from the sixteenth century to the beginning of nineteenth
century. First, Renaissance means rebirth in French. it is a cultural, social,

or political rebirth, one that usually occurs after a war or some other major

change in power structure in a society. Such changes, when accompanied
by a reference to an idealized past, and the reconceprualization of older
forms in the arts. The works of Michelangelo (1475-1564) and Leonardo
da Mnci (1452,1519) were products of this period. A philosophy that
developed during this period was called humanism which supported the
idea of the central role and dignity of the individual. The Protestant
religion also developed during this period. Led by the German Theologian
and activist Martin Luther (1483-1546), this revolt against the centralized

control of religious thinking and practice by the Roman Catholic Church
(Kohl,1992:16).

Second, romantic refers to a sryle of art and a way of thinking, and to
the historical period during which the style developed in Europe, the

mid-eighteenth to the mid-nineteenth centuries. It.is characterized by an

emphasis on inspiration, imagination, spontaneiry, naturalness, originaliry
unconscious intuitiveness, passion and in some of its manifestations,

sublimity, {renzy, and mystery. Many romantic ideas were derived from the

works of the Swiss-born French philosopher Jean Jacques Rousseau (I717'
1778). He contrasted nature, which he believed to be pure, innocent, and

virtuous, with society, which he felt encouraged deceit, hypocrisy, and the

reign of self-interest needed to maintain an unequal distribution of wealth.

Another prominent figure is Georg Wilhelm Friedrich Hegel (1770-1831)

who wrote about the struggle for freedom, the role of genius and inspiration,
the nature of ego and self-awareness, and the transcendent reality that lies

beneath the surface of impure nature (Kohl,1992:16).

Those eras from the 1?'h to the 18'h century brought Europe a significant

change of philosophical perspective from the general and universal to the
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particular and individual' From Rousseau to Hegel' European thinking

traverses several n"'f]t St"'ti-ng with Kant and Rousseau' the supremacy

of reason esrablisheJ by the tr7,n cerrrury Cartesian classicism is strongly

eroded. This rype "id;it;*"tt"tit*a 
on the universal' which is static'

narrows during the foilowing century' Rou*ut' changes the focus towards

a certain drnu,'.Io*"*11it^ft"ott': ttp tt" role piayed by the particular

individual. Thi, f'""do* "f 
indlviiual triggeied one of well-known

,"no1.,tior", in Europe like French Revolution'

ln connection with European conservadsm, the event of French Revoludo.

and the ideas of Edm.,rli g,rrk" as a British statesman become cornerstones

inunderstandingtheearlyconservatism'ForBurke,socielyrepresenteda
permanent contract' As a conservative' Burke feared too' rapid change'

specially ,",rol'-ttio'-t, which threatened to undermine the permanent

contract of society' Change was necessaf' of to"""' but'its pace be gradual

and it takes account the i,nwritten imperati,re that iiked past' presen[' and

future generations 
'tr-ra 

"" "rr""rc 
whole (Muccigrosso, 2001:6) '

In America' conservatism has played a significant role in the O"t:!T:::

ofitspoliticalbehavlors.Intheabsenceo{crownandnobility''conselvatlsm
hascenteredaroundtheConstitutionandtheinstitutionofprivateploperq*.
Meanwhile Europe at the dme was greatly influenced by monarch nuance'

Hence model "f 
:;;;""tism ala America is different from European

conservatism. lts main objectives in this paper are to ld tT 
*:}3*_-

of Americar, to*'""'utive and its impacts towards the conservatlsm

movement in America

Furthermore, the changes of conservatism model based on situationai and

conditional ir-, tir.r" 
.,"ltt the changing of era make America face the social

changes with its;;;t;::il;*Jiutln""ses as a variation of wav in living

that has b""n a.cepted. are nor onry as a consequence of geographical

condition, material culture' citizen composition' and ideology' but also

becauseofdiffusionandinnovation.Co,,fli.tTheorybyKarlMarx
andNeo-MarxismafterMarxtowardsconservatismandcapitalism,are
seemingly ,lgt'iflt"rri to di""' those changes in society' Karl Marx is

concerned his theory in underlying the competition among classes' He

believed thut ir,ffi;;;;t; iu""' *o"ld create conflict betweer'

groups of people' i{"t't" society *"" thu"ge in completing their needs'

By Karl Marx theory that to '"u"u"g" 
thJty't"* is through a conflrci

perspective' With it' it'"q"nii'y' p"opi" should do an action to change i:

into a better one'
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CONERSTONES OF AMERICAN CONSERVATISM

Some writers about American conservatism have often observed that the
word itself has meant different things at different times and that there is
no consistency in conservatives' beliefs about what should be conserved.
American conservatism moreover, has often been reactive, responding to
perceived political and intellectual challenges. If the challenges and threats
changes, the nature of the conservative will response. It is not difiicult to
find some examples from the above statement. American history can give
great contributions in illustrating the conservatives.

In the revoludon era, arguments for the free market, for an example, seemed
radical. But the arguments for the free market since 1917, when Soviet
communism proposed a fully planned and centrally directed economy,
have a strongly conservative flavor. In short, beliefs that once seemed
radical later came to seem conservative. Even the concept of democracy
itself democracy seemed threatening to many property owners in the early
republic. The Constitution had created a republic, but it did not mention
democracy; to the privileged of that era, the spread of democracy could
feel unsettling. By the late nineteenth century to argue openly against
democracy was becoming difficult. (Allitt, 2009:4).

In order to get better understanding about the term of American
conservatism, it had better take account the roots of conservatism in
America. The Gilded Age was a relevant era connected with the roots
of American conservatism. This era ranged from the second'half of
nineteenth century to the beginning of twentieth century which America
changed spectacularly in all aspects of human beings. Big Business,

industry the American dream, an age of invention, immigration and social
problems, and American economic crisis were often related with the age.

The phrase 'gilded age' entereci when Mark Twain and Charles Dudley
\Varner published a novel about 'The Golden Road to Fortune' in 1873,

and the period from the 1870s through the 1902s had been identified
with the name. The Gilded Age made its appearance in the United States
in the midst of the financial crisis of 1873. In short, the Gilded Age was

known for the opulence and conspicuous consumption of the wealthy and
some sectors of the middle classes in the U.S., it was also a period of severe

economic crisis and social upheaval.

"The Gilded Age ... is one of those works which, in essence a satire of
the bitterest kind, is in reality a hardly overdrawn picture of the condition
of society in some of the states that obey the laws of the Washington
Congress. lt is a bitter pill for Americans to swallow, but the medicine is, in
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the judgment of its authors' a necessary one' "'" (French ' 1965:23)'

The interesting ones from the Gilded Age noted that there are some

significant values that still hold by 'o*J 
A*"ricans as their cultural

behavior patterns -'" t"ti"tr So*t 9{9"- are as follows: SELF-MADE

MAN; THE SURVIVA' O,F THE FITTEST AND LAISSEZ- FAIRE'

Those values .ur b" i"r"r-o"a as an ideology for American experiences

in shaping its country into a super power tot"'ity over the world' They refer

to the aspecrs or.rrJ#lJ*rJJi p.r.ics and defense, and economics' In

order to get better ""J""'u"aing 
about them' Here is a brief description

of the values.

(1).Self-Made Man

Self-MadeManisaprominentvalueinAmericanlife.IneraoftheGilded
Age, this 't ul,r" *^"" '-o* '" 

pursue American dream' It is similar to

Individualism. Indiviiu;l**; A-"ri.u has a meaning of responsiblliry by

your own-s"lf. B"tj;;;;ft""ftf- with his famous work of Autobiography

gives Ameri.un r,,otit'Jo" bring about their goals and dream as reflected

in his some -u*i-'' F'"J"'ltk 6ot'glu' is also an example of Black writer

forstrugglinghisfreedomaSseenhiswork,NarradueoftheLifeofFredenck
Douglms'.In this *.tk' ;t;;;J of telllng his life in a set of events' Frederick

Douglass wrote i,, u io'* of an autobiography in which he could put forward

his feelings-regre;;;;', '"d"t"' 
h9l" u"a enthusiasm' love' and despair

personally. It ,ho*' fto* i^'*ui of i"kl''g him to a weak and helpless

condition, Oougtu,''' f"tU'g' make him 
"'"ot'g 

and {irm to determine his

path to gain freedo-. irr", i the char"cterisric of American culture

Recently,thetermofindividualismisassociatedwithsomeissuesconsidered
as representative .fi"JJra""rism itself in America. They are : Individual

freedom.r.,n*.,i.","-.t.r"ar"rdualhasfreedomtotakeapartinhis
life. He is free a l-*tJt what to do now and in the future' American

government or constitution guarantees its people without interference'

They are free to .o""it, i() *"t"material wealth' and to profess a religion'

Self,Reliance. It i' " "lLt"enth'century 
term-' popularized by Ralph

\Valdo Emerson's fu*o,r, essay of that title 'Sef-R eliance'Americans believe

that individ""i, ;r; i"ur., . rely on rhemselves or risk losing freedom'

Americans b"li.r";;.;;;r;L" r.lf-r"1iur,, in order to keep their freedom'

In order to be in ,i. ."*r"eam of American life-to have power and / or

;;;;;"dividuals must be seen as self'reliant'

Equality of Opportunity' Everyone has the same chance to get a certain
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status. It is important to understand what Americans mean when they saytheybelieve in equaliry of opportuniry. They do mean rhat each individualshould have an equar chance for success. Americans see much of life asa race for success. For the equaliry means that everyorr. ,ho,-,ld have achance ro enter the race and win. i.r oth", ,r;;;r, ;;;"hr, of oppo.t.r.,irymav be thought of as erhicar rule. competitio"-i;;;;;;ke the form ofrivalry between individuals within a group, of competitive effort of socialgroups to gain their objectives, of racial rivalries, o, of 
" 

contest of cultureand institutions for pre-eminence. competition is seen as an open andfair race where success goes to the swiftest person regardress of his or hersocial background. Competitive success is commonly seen as the Americanalternative to social rank, the more successful a person is the higher hissocial status is.

Material wealth. Material wealth becomes a value ro American people.The phrase "going from rags to riches" becomes a srogan for the greatAmerican dream- The main reason is thar materiar wealthls the most widelyaccepted measure of social status in the united States. Because Americansreject the European system of hereditary arisrocracy and dtres of nobiliry,they have ro find a substirure for judging social starus. Hard work. It is aprice of material wealth. American p1opt. claim rhat -ri"ri"r wealth canbe obtained through hard work o^ly. To g"t it, they ,r, ,o 
""f".,d from oneplace to anorher place- Hard work ir", bl"n both r,"."ro.ni"a rewardingfor the mosr Americans rhroughout their history. g".rrr" of ;is, they havecome to see material possessions as the natural reward for tn"i. rr"ra'ro.t .Mosr Americans believe that if a person works hard, it r, po*iur. ro have agood standard of living' It ls possible to say that hard work is also an ethicin American life.

(2). The Survival of the Fittest

The theory of social Darwinism, a philosophy popularized in America byBritish theorist Herbert Spencer, believed-th"i,rr. ."ot*ior,".y rheoriesof charles Darwin could be applied to humaniry. s".t;;;".lved andinevitably improved through 
" 
p-..r, of competition. In Spencer,s terms,competition resulted in 'survival of the fittest', ensuring the progress of thehuman race. In Arnerica, at the gilded age the ,"r,,' ,i", ,rJ b John D.Rockefeller and Andrew carnegie as capiains of industry to ;,rrtify raissez-faire capiralism. Moreover, sociar Darwinism a.*""a"i',;;l;;;ffi.;;

not interfere with business and alrow it to compete in a natural way. Andthe accumulation of exfteme weaith is part of th" naturar evolutionary
process' which, in the end, benefits all of sociery (Greenwood, 2000:20-1).



2e2 | EUR0PE rN MULItDtSCtpltNARY-PERSPECT|VES

Conservatives need Charles Darwin. They need him because a Darwinian
science of human nature supports the conservative commitment to
liberry as rooted in nature, custom, and reason. The intellectual vitaliry'
of conservatism in twenty-first century will depend upon the success oi
conservatives in appealing to advances in the biology of human nature as

confirming conservative social thought.

(3). Laissez.Faire

Economics in America is familiar with the concept of capitalism.
The evolution industry arising around 18th century was also in shaping
American Capitalism system. America becomes a big nation from the
South's plantation and the Norths Industry. It means America begins
with agriculture areas supported by industrial areas in the North. The
consequences of this industrial revolution at that dme would change
irrevocably human laboq consumption, family structure, social structure,
and even the very soul and thoughts of the individual. In 1750, the
European economy was overwhelmingly an agricultural economy. The
European economy, though, had become a global economy.

The growth of European economics also influenced Economic figure
like Adam Smith who is well-known his "Laissez-Faire" rheory. It means
allowing industry to be free from state intervention, especially restrictions
in the form of tariffs and government monopolies. it broadly implies "let it
be", or "leave it alone." first used the metaphor of an "invisible hand" in
his book The Theory of Moral Sentiments to describe rhe uninrentional
effects of economic self organization from economic self interest-Some
have characterized this metaphor as one for laisseT-faire.

Era of the Enlightenment contributed the value oflndividualism in American
capitalism. The Enlighrenment is rhe name given to an intellectual and
philosophical movement that developed in eighteenth-cenrury Europe and
is characterized by its belief that reason, not superstition or the authority of
unexamined tradition, can solve all of the problems of humaniry. It is used
interchangeably with the phrase Age of Reason. Progress through reason
and science is a cenrral theme of Enlightenment rhinking. Enlightenmenr
thinkers rejected the idea that religion can be source of truth, and believed
instead that the application of reason ro the evidence of the senses is the
sole of the truth (Kohl, 60).

Still by borrowing the writing of Khol (61), God's will can be seen at work in
nature without the need of supernatural intervention. This attitude toward
God and Religion, characteristic of much Enlightenment thought, is called
deism, In conjunction with their deist beliefs, Enlightenment thinkers
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replaced ideas and divine authodry and the rights of kingship with ideas

of universal human rights and the natural rights of all individuals. Many
Enlightenment ideas are still central to ideas of democracy and human
rights as well as capitalism.

AMERICAN CONSERVATTSM AFTER THE COLD WAR

Two years after the Berlin wall fell, Germany was reunited and the Soviet
Union dissolved. The Cold'War, a central fact of world politics for nearly
half a century had ended without the long-dreaded exchange of nuclear
weapons. With the demise of communism, was the world becoming safer

or more dangerous, more united or more divided/ Ever since the 1960s

the idea of the global village had been a shorthand way of referring to the
proximity of the world's different peoples and the speed of communication
between them. Hence the term of globalization and free trade were to be

trademark since the Reagan presidency.

From the late 1970's to the early twenty-first century American
conservatism was constantly in the news. Some cases dealt with the
American experiences denote to two prominent political spectrums both
liberalism and conservatism. Powerful conservative think tanks and media
outlets served up a steady stream ofpolicy and began to approach the news

from an openly conservative vantage point. Conservatism supports for the
moral majority , the traditional family and religion along with opposition
to gay rights, abortion, welfare, and a{Iirmative action. Under in era of
Reagan presidency and two Bushes presidencies had changed the character
of conservatism which tended to neo-conservatism.

In Foreign policy, conservatives theorized the exhaustion of the Soviet
Union and looked ahead to new geopolitical challenges. In line the changing
of era, at the beginning of the twenty-first century American conservatives
had a dream to make 'Pax-Americana' which the power over the world
has been dominated by one super power. Therefore some conservatives
wanted a vast defense establishment able to nullifu all threats, to take on
opponents anlrvhere in the world, and to spread the gospel of democratic
capitalism worldwide. In American domestic, some conservatives favored
a drastic reduction of the federal government.

America's first post-Cold 'War foreign policy crisis could be itself be

interpreted either way. It was also the conservative movement's first test of
post-Cold \7ar durabihty. One well-known event was the case of Saddam

Hussein who invaded Kuwait in the summer of 1990. President George H.
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\T.BushrespondedbybuildingaUnitedNationsAllianceagainstHussein,
which moved troops J";;;;; ;nd ordered Hussein ro withdraw. President

Bush-s decision to inrervene was supported by the Right which tended to

the conservative mainstream'

InconffasttoBillClintonadministration(|993.2001),hewasamoderate
Democrat tho ,o,.gh, i" *"'" the liberal image of his party' In his Foreign

Affairs, Clinton "o"t"ita 
u p"'d"t't Wilsonian' involving the nation in

peace keeping *irrio"'itt'ui*uy' seeking to minimize the potential loss

of American lives ;;;.h ;""tures. Bill Ciinton s presidency will likelv be

rememberea u, *,r.r, io, ih" ,."rrduls culminating in clinton's impeachment

as for its significant substantive accompli'h"'""tt' In contrast to the

formerPresidents'R."gu"andBush'Clintonbelievedthatgovernment
i;;J; positive role to pl"ay in prorecring people's righrs,.running programs

intended to i*pro"J;;nilt'i;' u'-'i p'o"iqt-"s :"lu]::t.:h"' 
no other

element of sociery .o,ia p'-ide (Crothers and Lind' 2002:188) '

During the post 9/11, the war against-terrorism became a main agenda of

George \il/. Bush in tir-,. with thelstablishment of Mic (Militarv Industrial

Complex)whicht",lik"anecessity'Duringhisadministration'heissued
USA patriot R.t 

"rrd 
Homeland Securiry Act as_ an outline of domestic

OAr.toinfightingterrorism'Theuniquenessofhisadministrationwas
some conrrorr"rriul;il;, mainly, ht foreign policy toward Iraq and

Afghanistan as the fasis of terrorists. His policy is like a cowboy policy'

Errlrr, there was no the fact that Iraq had nuclear weapons'

In relation to the American presidenrs' policies, both George w.H. Bush

and George w. B;rh us a Reprrblican parry stress on using military and

;;li;;i;pro".nl,, g*uli"g-it'"^world' In short' America must be strons'

It denotes to Darwiiir*, Th. Survival of the Fittest ala conservatism'

Neo-conservarism is closed to rhe presidency of George \7. Bush supported

MIC, media, orgu"i'ution, and ad"is"ts' mainly from neo-consewatism'

Furthermore,afterGeorge\7'Bushpresidency'Therewasabigeventwell-
known as 

,the E.;;;Trrndo*r, of 2oog-2009'in the Barrack obama's

first adminlr,ru,iorr. irnerica itself had three economics crisis, they were

thePanicofl8g3;theGreatDepressionoflg2Os;andtheEconomic
Turndown of zo0b-200g. Those events absolutely triggered .people's

responses, -uirrlyiro* conservatives. some of them were the Populist party

and rhe Revolt: ANew American T.a parcy in 2OOg. The conservadve

movementofANewAmericanTeaParryistoprotestrecklessgovernment
spending in the p"rkl;;"" srimulus p".tng", ih" 

"armar1-clogged 
budget

bill, the massive *or,gug. endtlement program, taxpayer-funded corporate



EUR0PE rN MULTIDISCIPLINARY-PERSPECTIVES | 2e5

rescues, the environmentally fraudulent cap and trade monstrosity, and the
debt-exploding government health care akeover (O'hara: 201O:XXI)

CONCLUSION

Burke's conservatives ala European had no more success in America.
One reason is not far to seek. It is that the social institutions to whose

continuiry European conservatives attached most importance had been
discontinued in America: hereditary monarchy, landed arislocracy, and
established church. In America, conservative is also related on how to
conserve the cultural traits and behefs. American system of belief is shaped

by experience holism. American strive to accommodate new experiences

while maximizing two factors: overall simplicity of the new system and
conservation of old beliefs.

American Revolution, unlike the French Revolution was not based on
perfectionist ideology. It was a defense of the status quo and the authentic
American tradition. The American Founding Fathers were aware of the
sinfulness of man and the need for political humility. They wanted to
preserve some relative decency and justice in society against the tyranny
and injustice into which sociery may fall. For an example, the Federalists

of the 1780s and 1790s did not describe themselves as conservatives, but
they certainly hoped, with the help of the Constitution, to conserve a
traditional social order. As they saw it as the threat of disorder from below

and radicalism from abroad. Afraid that the chaos of the French Revolution
might spread to America, they tried to preserve the old social hierarchy
and to act as much like British gentlemen in the new republic. In short,

their views of the American revolution was conservative.

Some European scholars such as Edmund Burke, Adam Smith, Charles

Darwin, Jean Jacques Rousseau, Martin Luther, Georg Wilhelm Friedrich
Hegel, and Frederick von Hayek gave great contributions in shaping the
political thought of American Founding Fathers and politician theorists in
relation to conservatism. The cornerstone of American conservative can

be traced from the era of the Gilded Age. Those values are Self'Made Man,
The Survival of the Fittest, and Laissez-Faire. American experiences dealing

with conservatism are always in connection with them. Conservatism is a

product of culture which is learned, shared, adapted, and dynamic. An
important aspect of culture is that it is dynamic and continually adapts to

serve the needs of the group.
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