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Abstract

Individualism is always to be an intere*ing issue because of its

relevancies with some tig 
"u.*. 

in America and its irrrpacts toward the

other countries, mainly, in Indonesia' This paper is by no mffurs. a

comprehersiv"- u".o,-t of individualisrn or more accuraEly'

rndividualisrr, in America. In fact, it is intended to be more suggestive

than comprehensive though it is characterzed by mgre suqqary than

"*to"o"y 
Many rdeas as well as some of the highlights of American

manifestations ol individualism and modes of individualistic tholght

and philosophy have been adcied to fit this into a length paper' What

follows, Oo,, i. merely a look at some of the high-water marks of

literary American individualism and an atGmpt to offer some cursory

e*ptanatiurs for this American phenomenon in theory and practice'

n"1a"i-n tpo* criticism is r-sed to make p€rspecuve and

rterpretation wrthout a doubt. For lndonesian, they can be more

"o*p."hooible 
&out the deep meaning of American individualism tran

before.

Key words: individualism, American culture, Reader-Response

criticism
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INTRODUCTION

Some people, mainly, Indonesian assulne that individualism is
very dangerous toward the existence of Indonesian curturar traits. They
believe that it is not surtabre with their culturar backgrounds. rt denores
negative impacts toward their lives. It is a western product, or even an
American product. As long as we are trapped from thls false
consciousness, we wrlr lack of motivation to pursue our dreams because
of extreme dislike Here, literature can be a solution in bridging the
mufual understanding of culhrre belween Amenca and Indonesia,
mainly the canon of individuaiism interpretation.

To get better understanding about it, Reader_Response approach
is used to learn by demystifying literahfe and connecting it to urdividual
experience. Reader-Response criticism does not provide us *,th unified
body of theory or a s,rg,e methodological approach for textual anarysis.
But believing that a literary work's *rterpretation is created when a
reader and a text interact or transact, these critics assert that the proper
study of textual ela-rysis must consider both the reader and the text, not
simply a text rn isolation. For the critics, the reader + the text :
meaning. only in context with a reader actively invorved in the read'rg
process with the text, they decree, can emerge meaning (Bressler
1999:67-68)

Indivrdualism lies at the very core of American culhre. Harce
the most important thing to undentand about Americars is probabry
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their devotion to individualism. The stereoq/pic images associated with

American individr:ality are not only abtrndant but abundantly well

known the world over.. The American cowboy counts among the most

powerful and proliferated of these images. He is most frequently

depicted as the only human in a vast landscrye' He is a loner, a free soul'

a man who finds his strength in the solitude of .rast stretches of

uninhabited countryside. In some cowboy films, his rugged

individualism and go.it-alone approach allows them to overcome the

odds and not only strrvive but triunph His victory is portrayed not only

as a p,erscrral one but also as a practical and moral vrctory for all of

society and ideals srrch jrstice and humarrity.

So, what is achrally the meaning of American individualism?

Some scholars give different perspectives and mterpretation about the

def[rition of individualism Most American said it tends to any

responsibility by yourself. For American ctuldrerq they are trained from

very early in their lives to consider themselves as separate individuals

who are responsible for ther own situations in life and their own

destrnes. They are not trained to see themselves as members of a close-

knit, interdependent famrly, religious goup, tribe, nation, or any other

coliectively (Alttlen I 998 :5).

Still by borrowrng the writing of Athen (6-7), you can s€e it in the

way Americans treat ther children. One day I was at local shopping

mall, waiting in line to buy Orange juice. Behind me rr the hne was a
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woman with two childreq a boy who was ahut three yean old and a

grl who was five. The boy had his hand in a in a pocket of his blue

jeans, and I could hear that he had some coirrs rr there.

The boy asked hrs mother, "Can I get an Orange Juice?" No, she

said to hrm. You don't have enough money left for an Orange Juice.

Remember you bought that cookie a whrle ago. You do have enough

money for a hot dog. So you could a hot dog now if you want to. Or,

you could save your money, and sometime later when you have enough

money, we could come back here and you could get an Orange juice.

But when Americans hear this story, they usually undentand it

perfectly well. This mother is helprrg her son leam to make his own

decisions and to be accountable for his own money. Some American

parents might not expect a three-year-old make a decision about how to

spend money, but they certainly understand what the mother is doing.

She is gettrng ber son ready for a world in which he wlll be responsible

for his choices and ther consequences. Even his own mother won't be

helping him later in life, and ire needs to be ready for that.

Defirutions of individualism are also inJluenced by some eras as

the spirit of age. In short ttere is any distinctive characteristic of the

defimtion in line with the chanSing of era. It was as Renaissance era,

for an example, connected with a philosophy was called hr-rmanism.

Included m this worldview were slpport for the idea of the central role
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and dignity of the indrvidual; the development of all of the hurnn

faculties, especially the a*istic ones, and not merely the intellectual ones.

The Protestant religion also developed during this period. kd by the

German theologian and activist Martin Luther (14S3-1546), this revolt

agairst the centralized control of religrous thinking and practice by the

Roman catholic church based faith on the individual's inner experience

of spiritual struggle and salvation and was called the Reformatron (Kohl

tee2.t6).

Let me offer another, Emerson's "Self'Relionce", he has giren

great contribution to depict the American cultural identity that still hold

by most American nowadays. It is individualism. The development of

individualism as an American mind can not be parted from phenomenon

living in the society at a particular time. Individualism as a living

concept has its corurectton with history, politics, eccnomics, sociology,

and culture of the society where it is ntrrhrred. By looking at ttre

progress of indMdualism and is spread" it can be assumed ttr'at

individualism might exist in the futue.

Recently, the term of individualism is associated with some issues

considered as representative of individualism itself in America. They

are . Individual freedom. In America, each indrvidual has freedom to

take a pa.rt in his life. He is free to decide what to do now and in the

future. Amencan government or constihrtion guarantees its people

wrthout interference. They are free to spedq to get material wealth, and
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to profess a religion. As for the historical dat4 before the civil war of
the 1860 the American ideal of the free individuar was the frontiersman
and small farmer. It then developed in different settrng like entering the
wildemess for gerung gord. There they were to be rndivrduals, who were
responsible to themselves. The individual was the center to serve what
he needed.

Self-Reliarce It is a nineteenth_century term, popularized by
Ralph waldo Emerson's famous essay of that titre ,serf-Reriance,

Americans believe that individuals must learn to rery on thernserves or
risk losing freedom. This means achieving both financiar and emotional
independence from ther parent as early as possible, usually by the age
18 or 2l.It mears that Americars berieved they shourd take care of
themselves, solved their own problems, and ..stand on their own feet.,,
Americans believe they must be self-reriant in order to keep their
freedom. In order to be in the mainsteam of American life-to have
power and / or respect-individuals must be seen as seltreliant

Equality of opportunity. Everyone has the same chance to get a
certain status. It is rmportant to understand what Americans mean when
thel' s.y they believe in equality of opportunity. They do mean that
each individual should have an equar chance for success. Americans see

much of life as a race for success. For the equality means that everyone
should have a chance to enter the race and win. rn other words, equahty
of opportunity may be thought of as ethical nrle.
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Competition. It may take the form of rivalry beween individuals

within a group, of competitive effort of social groups to gain their

objectives, of racial rivalries, or of a contest of culhue and instituttons

for pre-eminence. Competitive effort may be expended to achieve sheer

existence and survival, or it may be devoted to a struggle for presuge.

Competition is seen as an op€n and fair race where success goes to the

swiftest person regardless of his or her social background. Competitive

success is commonly seen as the Amencan altemative to social rank, the

more successfiJ a person is the higher his social status is. And

cornpetition is sesn by most Americans as encouraging hard work.

Material Wealth. Material wealth becomes a value to American

people. The phrase "going from rags to riches" becomes a slogan for ttre

great American dream. The main reason is that matenal wealth is the

most widely acce.pted measLre of social stahrs in the United States.

Because Americans rgect the European system of hereditary aristocracy

and titles of nobility, they have to fmd a substitute for judging social

status. The quality and quantrty of an individual's material possessions

become the accepted measure of success and social status. This was a

standard of American success, matenal wealth. Ahmdant material

wealth of the United States has been a major factor in development of

the American character.

Eard Work It is a price of material wealth. American people

claim that matenal wealth can be obtained through hard work only. To
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get it, they try to expand from one place to another place. In early

twentietlL Amencan people expanded to the Northland. The North

American continent was rich nahml resources when the first settlers

anived, but all these resources were r.rnderdeveloped. Only hard work

could these resources be converted rrto matenal possessions and

comfortable standard of living. Hard work has been both necessary and

rewarding for the most Americans throughout their history. Because of
this, they have come to see material possessions as the nahrral reward

for ther hard work. Most Americans believe that if a person works hrd,
it is possible to have a good standad of living. It is possible to say that

hard work is also an ethic rr American life Hard work was coming

from Protestant tradition. Protestant tradition probably played an

rmportant part in creating a good climate for the indusfial growttr of the

United States, which depended on hard work and willingrress to save

and invest money. The belief in hard work and self-disciplme in pursuit

of material gain and other goals is often referred to as "the Protestant

work ethic" reflected ln Max Weber's work 'The Protestant Lltork Ethic

qnd The Rise of Capitalism'

INDTYIDUALISM IN PTILOS OPHY

Individualism rn philosophy perspective tends to political

philosophy dealing with liberalism. Liberalism encompasses political,

social, and economic doctrnes that emphasize individual freedonr,

limited govemment intervention, gradual social process, and a free
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market economy. (RohmuL 1999: 231)' As a political philoso'phy' it is a

basic principle that individral liberty is an ultimate value for human

beings,Theprimacyofthisbasicfreedomdetermrnestheindividual

position on every social and political a'rangement'

Furthermore, liberry is also an esrntial attribute for human

beings in the state of nafure. Liberals believe that' fust' humans are

natr:rally in a state of nature / freedom (nothingless)' According to John

I-ocke, individuats in state of nature are in "... a state of pedect to order

their rlctions and dispose of their pssessions and persons as they think

fit, within the bwnds of the law of naturc, withottl asking leave or

dependency upon the will of any other man'" (Noziclq 1974:10)

Second, as freedom and equality are normatively basic' any

lunitation of them should be based on rational justifications As

rationality in modem lib€ral tradition is an individual attribute that is

essential to the corrcept ofjustice, political authoritres and laws that timrt

thelibertyofcitizensmu.qtbejustifiedrationally,suchssbysocial

contract. HoweveE &e strategy of justification for this purpose is still

debatable. Marry classical liberals, who developed contract theories,

from Thoma* Hobbes, John Locke, and Immanuel Kant to Jean-Jacques

Roussea4 have distinctive features in their theories'

Classicai sontact theories have an original aim to legitrmate

political obligations and to show that acceptance of obligaticms could be
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jtstified by ratronal individuals. ln Hobbesian tradition, it is argued that

p€rsons are primarily self-interested, and by their rational assessment,

they will frnd the best sfategy to maxrmize their self-interesS that, therq

it will lead them to give consent to govemmental authority. Meanwhile,

Kantian fadition argues that rationality requyeS respect to persons,

which ul hrm requires that moral principles be such that they can be

justified to each person. Thus, indrvid l^ls are not taken to be motivated

by self-interest but rather by a commitrnent to publicly justifo the

standards of morality to which each will be held'

(ht t p : //pl at o. s ta nfo rd. e du/ e nti e s/cont racta ria nis m).

Renaissance era is also an interesting era associated with the

development of American individualism. It is a cultural, social, or

political rebirth referring to the historical period in Europe around t}e

fifteenth and sixteenth centuries that followed the period known as the

Middle Ages. Durgrg that time there was a break with frre domrnance of

the Roman Catholic Church and the rebirth of interest in classical Greek

and Roman art forms (Kohl 1992.15).

The easiest place to draw a quick terminus of originatrng litera-y

depictions of American Individualism is with the writings of Benjamrn

Frankhn. As a true Renaissance man Franklin was quintessentrally an

individualist. In hrs wide range of genre and topic Frankhn would

advocate freedom of speech and of press (himself being a printer). He

would laud the American love of open and spirited debate, depicting a

10
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great turn around form the days of totalitanan n-rle and the ruthless

suppression of dissent in the nascent puritan colonies. Franklin's

Autobiogmphy reldes his personal transcendence above the class and

caste of his birth - a feat much less possible had he been born in Europe

- ard lauds the virtues of individual self improvement-givng the text

the character of the self-help book.

The witty aphonsms proffered in his widely successfiJ joumal,

Poor Richord's Almanac, admonish the reader to industry, thrift, self-

suffrciency, and"personal vrhre: *Early to bed and early to rise makes a

man healthy, wealthy, and,wise "; "ll/ould you live with ease, / Do what

you ought, and not whot you please"; "God helps them that help

themselves" There were several cultr:ral and geographical factors at the

time of Frankhn's Autobiography that lent the American character to

greater receptivity of rrdividualist ideas and breakrng away fiom the

communal pressures of the old Puritan in{luence.

Individualism is also defmed in Webster's Ncw Dictronary and

Thesaurus as the doctrine that state exrsts for the individual (1990:282).

The individualism had flor.rished during the Age of Reason, or the

Enlightenment. It is the name grvea to an lntellectual and philosophical

movement that developed in eighteenth-cenhrry Europe and is

characterrzed by its belief that reason, and not superstition or the

auhority of r:nexamrned taditrorq can solve all of the problems of

humanity. Enlightenrnent thinkers rejec ed the idea that religion can be a

11
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so.rce of trutlL and believed rnstead that application of reason to the
endence of the senses is the sole source of the ruth. Nah'e can be

discovered and tmderstood will be seen to be good d beautrfur. God,s
will can be seen at work in nah'e without the need of supernaturar

intervention. This attitude toward God and religion, characteristic of
much Enlightenment rhought, is called deism (Kohl 1992:60_l).

Still by borrow*rg the writing of Kohl, In conjunction with their
deist beliefs, Enlightenment thrnkers replaced rdcas of divrne authorify
and the rights of kingship widr ideas of universar human rights and ttre

natural rights of all individuars. The ideals of French and American
revolutions were Enlightenment ideas. Some thinkers usually associated

with the Enlightenment era tle philosophen John locke (1632-n}q,
Immanuel Kant (1724-18M). and Jean Jacques Rousseau (rir2-r7rg)

Thomas Jefferson was a distinguish figure rr that period. The
spirit of individualism rooted in the radically humanistic view that each
man is free and has equal right to any other man. lndividualism in thrs
period was known as a rational individualism for its affirmation of
r@son in one's tife. Thomas Jefferson as quoted by Allan Nevrn and
Henry S. Commager wrote:

"A certain unalienable ights, that among these are
Life, Liberty, and the punuit of Happiness, That to
secure these ights, Government are instituted qmong
m_en, deriving their.just power forms the consent i7
the gowrned that whenever any form of governmeit
becomes destrucfive of these e,nrls, it ii iw nigfu o7

72
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the people to aher or to aboiish such principles and
orgonizing its powers in such forru as lo them shall
seem nnst likely to efect their Safety and Happiness"
(1986:85).

Romantrcism is also in relation to American individualism. It

refers to a style of art and a way of thinking and to the tustorical period

drning which the slyle developed in Europe, the mid-eighteenth to the

mid-nineteenth cenhrries. Many romantic ideas were derived from the

works of the Swiss-bom French philosopher Jean Jacques Rouseau

(1712-1778). He contrasted nahre, which he beleved to be pure,

irmocen! and virtuous, with society, which he felt encouraged deceit,

hypocrisy, and the reigrr of self-interest needed to mamtain an unequal

disEibution of wealth. In the state of nahre, a person's genius can

flower and his or her childhke innocence reveals the creative self free of

hypocnsy. For iomantics, the state of nahre and the innocence of

cluldhood are all part of a lost Garden of Eden that society has comrpted.

The Arnencan writer Henry David Thoreau and Ralph Waldo Emerson

cm be considered romantic writers and thinkers (Kohl 1992:17).

Bom as the reaction to neo-classicsm and formal orthodoxy,

romantic movement brought some prominent changes of outlook. The

center of life does not lie on the head but in the heart. It affirmed the

supremacy of the heart-the inner life of oneself (Forster 19'75'.52)- lt

stressed strong emotion, imaginatiorl freedom from classical colrectness

rn art forms ard rebellion against social conventions (Spanckeren

19F,4:115). There are five aryects of American romantic world view

13
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stated by Foster namely romantic individualism, feehng imaginatioq

the American past and nature.

AMERICAN LITERATIJRE ON INDIVTDUALISM BY READER-

RESPONSE CRITICISM

The principle of Reader-Response cntrcism includes attention of

the role of the reader and a process-oriented approach to reading

literature. Reader-Response supports activities that encourage us to draw

on our personal experiences, oprniors, and feelrrgs rn our interpretatron

of literature. According to Davies and Stratton (1984:3) "Reader-

Response addresses this problem by making the leamers "active

participant(s) in the leamrrg proceeds". The crucial connection between

the reader and the text is explaured by Rosenblatt's (1978) theory of

literary readrng, which describes the transactional rclationship between a

reader and a biography. The events that take place rr a literary work

occur at a particular trme and place, and different readers react to these

events in different ways, depending on ther umque interests anC

experiences. Each reader aftaches his or her own penonal interpretation

to a work; thus, a biography rs "an active process lived through during

the relationship between a reader and a text" and "should not be

confused wrth an object in the sense of an entity existing part from

atdhor or reader" (Rosenblatt, 1978'.2A-T)

T4
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This perspective emphasizes the two.way relatiorship between

te,<ts and reader, a perspective that has a much in common with theories

of top-down reading where we use orr schemata or familiarity with tre

topic from background knowledge an personal feelings to help us

understand the work and improve our comprehension and interpretaUon

of new rnformation (Price and Discoll, 1977; Schwartz et al. 1998).

Because each reader has distincnve experiences and feelings, an

adhor,s idea about a work may be described u-r a multitude of ways.

To get beter understanding between meaning and reading' The

following paragraphs by still bonowing the writrng of Bressler (6869).

Meaning itself is context depeirdent and mtricately associated with the

reading process. Like literary theory as a whole, several theoretical

models and their practical applications exist to explarr the readlng

process, or how we make sense of pnnted material' For exan:ple' all

focus directly on the reading process. What happens, they ask, when a

p€rson picks up printed material and reads it? During this interactiorl

reader-response critics investigate md theorize whether the reader, the

ter6, or some combii;ation finally determines the text's interpretation. Is

it the reader who manipulates the text, they ponder, or does the text

manipulate the reader to produce meaning? Does some word, phrase' or

image trigger in the reader's mrnd a specific interpretation?

such questions lead reader-response cntics to a fi.rther narrowrng

rd developing of terminology. For exarnple, they aslq what is a text? Is

15
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it simply the words or syrnbols on a page? How, they ask, can we
drfferentiate betr'veen what is actually in the text and what is in the rnind
of the reader? And who is this reader, anyvvay? Are there various kinds
of readers? And what about a reader,s response to a text? Are &e
responses equivalent to the text's meanrng? can one reader,s response
be more correct than some other reader,s, or are all responses equ,ally
valid? The concerns of reader response critics can best be
summarzed rn one question. What happers during the reading process?
Some prominent factors in{ruancing it are such as t}re reader, the text,
and meaning. How Reader-Response critics define and expraln each of
these elements determines their approach to textuar analysis.
Furthermore, such answer also help deterrnine what constitutes a varid
interpretahon of a text for each critic. Although many reader-response
cntics allow for a wide range of legitimate responses to a text, agree that

=rader-response criticism does not mean that any and ail interpretatrons
are valid or of equal importance. The boundanes and restictions praced
on possible interpretations of a text vary, &pendrng upon how the cntic
defines the various elements of the readrng process.

American Literahrre class was initiated in trvo years ago at
College of Languages in TINISSULA. I was very rmpressed when my
class gave analysis on American literahrre about Emerson,s ,,serf-

Reliance" and Walt Whitnran,s ,,Crossing 
Brooklyn Ferry,, I gave an

illumination about one of the American identrty rn cult*re. It was
individualism. The shrdents with their backgrounds e4plored fte

16



finri:ar ard hdrxil h [ubn Suirv ud Uur*rt

individualism values due to their lives. They were enthusiasur before I

gave the readings. Some of them are as follows, supported with my

perspective and interpretation.

'What Ernerson means when he said "whose would be q mon

must be a nonconformrsP (p.l 162). I think &rat self-reliance iself has a

meaning identical to the idea of individualism. ln the beginning of the

essay, Emerson stated that our soul always hears something wtuch is

original, not conventional, whatever the subject is. Therefore, we have

to speak of what we, not what other people think. "to believe your own

thought" h that address Emerson would urge his audience to throw off

the shackles of tradition and conformity. Emerson says "Io beliwe thot

what is true for 1nu in your private heart is lrue for all men, that is

genius" (1160).

Emerson also courageously porrts out that in every man, there is a

rrtique power, which enables him to face his destrry. Man has to do his

oun best else this pov/er will lcose its stsnght, and he will have no

peacs nor can he achieve any succ€ss. A man is a being to whom God

has given ability or inhermt strength to trust himself "Trust lhyself

every heart vibrates to thd iron string" (1161). If a man realizes this

and develops self-trusq he will have a new power. On the other hand, if

a man is always governed by society in his every action, he becomes

weak, tr:rns into a depending person, as well, and will never be satisfied

77
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with himself. Emerson writes ".goc iety ewrythere is in conspimcy

ogainst the manhod of every one of its memberc,,(1162).

A man can keep hrs genuine thought as long as he is solitde, but

it slips away as soon as he enters society. To become a real man, one

must be a non-conformist, "cwhose would be a man must be a non

conformist."(1162). The most important thing in the world is the

rntegrty of one's won mind. If the man absolves himself and promises

to himself that he will be good, he will then have the suffrage of the

world.

As for conformisl Emerson says that the sacredness of kaditions

is useless since what the tradition exprains as good ard bad. The only

sacred law is that of one's own nature. To do well is to go tpright and

be vital, and to tell and ct the truth in all ways. Someone's life is for the

life itself, not for spectacle. It is better that it should be genuine and

steady rather than glittering and faltering. Someone has to be himse[
and must go alone without a:ry conformity to anycne erse sl actually am,

do rnt need for ny own qssurance or the assurance of my fettows any

secondary testimonlP (p. I 163)

Besides that, Emerson believes that conformity makes us false

rn every way. A person should have a greater trust in hrs nature and in
Go( than in the laws made by men or in the oprnion of society.

Furthermore, Ernerson argues for not imitating what other people do.

18
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lnsist on yourself, we can do what we like to do with our own gift since

we have the whole possession of it, whereas of other's adopted talents,

we only get a partial and temporal possession. He takes as an exarnple

baveling abroad in order to adopt and imitate what we see and find lt is

actually the result of a lack of our self-reliance. Some educated

Americans think that Amencan culture is poor compared with that of

ancient countries, so that'they travel abroad to search for culture, ant

theal rnitate what they have found without realizrng that they their own

country has a culture no less than such action, according to Emerson,

really shows a lack of self-reliance.

When the Romantic movement flourished ln America rr the

nineteenth csnhry, some people became rncreasingly dissatisfied with

rdea of rationalisnr, which dominated intellectual life in the eighteenth

century. From the above discussion, it is seen that Emerson's

rrdividualism in his "self-reliance" was influenced by the romantic

rndividualism which prociaimed that feehng and imagination were

central. Individualism or self-reliance was connected with the idea that

drglU of man requires tlrat a man has to insist on himself and never

rmitate on the men.

Having pointed out Emerson's man idea in his 'self-relianctr', It

cmcludes that he believes in individualism or non-conformity

absolutely. He has a strong belief that a rnan has to trust himsell srrce

he has his own power, mind, and originality of thcnrght. It is very
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Insist on yourse[ we call do what we lke to do with our own gift since

we have the whole possession of it, whereas of other's adopted talents,

we only get a partial and temporal possession. He takes as an example

faveling abroad in order to adopt and imitate what we see and find. It is

actually the result of a lack of our self-reliance. Some educated

Americans think that Amencan culture is poor compared with that of

ancient countries, so that'they travel abroad to search for culture, ant

then lrnitate what *rey have found without realizing that they their own

country has a culture no less than such ac[ion, according to Emerson,

really shows a lack of self-reliance.

When the Romantic movement flourished rr Amenca rr the

nineteenth cenhry, some people became rncreasingly dissatisfied with

idea of rationalisnl which dominated rntellech:al life in the eighteenth

cenhry. From the above discussion, it is seen that Emerson's

individualism i-n his "self-reliance" was influenced by the romaritic

rrdividualism which proclaimed that feehng and imagrr,ation were

central. Individualism or self-reliance was connected with the idea tllat

drguty of man requires t}at a man has to insist on himself and never

mitate on the men.

Having pointed out Emerson's man idea in his 'self-reliance'. It

ccncludes that he believes in rndividualism or non-conformity

absolutely. He has a stong belief that a rnan has to trust himself, since

he has his own power, mind, and originality of thought. It is very
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interesting to compare berween Emerson's "SelFReliance" arld

Whirnan's "Crossing Brooklyn Ferry-. Both of them are in Romantic

era which theg work supports each other. But in Whifnan's work, his

poem contains wider meaning about ndividualism dealing with society

He stresses the idea of personality. An individual does not stand alone.

An individ:al has to be a member of society. This membership involves

both the rights or duties that accompany freedom. WhiEnan wants to

identity the principle of equality and individuality. He admits his self-

identify clearly as the section 7.

Closer yet I aPProach You
Itlhat thought you lnve now, I had as much of you'l
Iasid in my stores in advance

I consider'd long and seriously of you before yau

bom
Who wa.s to lorow v'hal should come home to me

H4to knows but I am enjoYingthis
LI/ho knows, for all the distance, but I am as good as

looking at you now, for all you csn not see me

He also stresses to breakdown resistance friendship as the section 6:

It is upon alone the dork patches fall
The dork threw its patches down upon me also

I too knined the old knot of contariety
Blabb'd, blush'd, resented, lied, stole, grudg'd
Had gdle, anger, lust, hot wishes I dared to speak

After read thts poem, I also found one interesting aspect to be

discussed. It was the idea of transcendence. I lnow that Walt Whitman
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is one of American Romanticism's greatest n.unes. So he is also one of

transcendentalists hke Emerson in tint era. Of course most of his

,witings and poets are still inlluenced by romanticism such as

sentimentality for nature, sEess over relentless change, and the

domination of all by individual. And one aspect of his poet, "Crossing

Brooklyn Ferry" that adheres to the Americat Romantics characteristics

is the rdeas of transcendence. I am also interested in this point because

Walt Whitman dili'ers from other Transcendalists in regard to the fact

that he did not take himself out of society like Thoreaq nor did he

completely submit to a higher Divine Power hke Emerson. 'lhe

mportant idea of Emerson's "Self-Reliance" is the relation between the

*Soul" 
and the "Divine Spirit", which Emerson expresses:

"The relations of the soul lo the divine spiril are so
pure that is profane to seek to intetpose helps. It must

be thot when God speaketh, he should comrmtnicate

not one thing, but all things; ... All things are made

scared by relation to ,, " ( I 1 68).

ln this statement Emerson emphasizes that mankind would build

up direct relation with the Creator. No church is necessary. For Emerson,

all things in nahre became center of thought. All things become sacred.

All thinp in nature become important instruments, bridging the

relationship between a human being and his Creaior. In applying

Emerson's suggestion, Whitman relates an incident from own life rr

nafire, i.e. "What gods can exceed these that clasp me by the hand, and

with voices I love call me promptly and loudly by my highest name as I
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approach? " (Sec.7, line.95), which hasters his commumcatron with

God

Also in "Self-reliance", Emerson contrasts between individual

and nature. lndividual have Eadition acquired knowledge of god in

drectly, base on the experience of the other people through religious

teachings and religtous ceremonies. Yet, thing of nanre, like the rose or

grass, trust the themselves perfectly to God. He say:

"This should be plain enough. Yet see what strong
intellecls dare not yet her Gd himself, unless he

speak the phraseologt of I know not what Dovid, or
Jeremiah, or Paul .. If we liw tntly, we shall see

truly. It is as easy for the strong man to be strong,
os il is for the weak lo be weqk. When we hwe
perception, ... When o mqn lives with God, his toice
shall be os sweet as lhe murmur of the bruok and
the ru.stle of the carn."

Compared by Emerson's essay, in Wtutrnan's poern, we furd that

he took the human factor and social issues into consideration in his

poetry. If we have ever read Whitnan's poetry, we can see that in

Whitnan's poetry can be separated into ttree modes of transcendence or

dialogue : (l) A dialogue between the self and the extemal world; (2) A

dialogue between the self and another; (3) A dialogue between the self

and the sprrt. They are illuminated in the following stanzas: "Which

ftses me into you now, and pours my meaning into you?" (Stanza 8). It

descnbes the cornmunication between the writer ald the reader. The

wnter and the reader to nature "Flow on, river flow with the flood-tide,
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ail ebb with the ebb-tide!" (stanza 9) In stlr:;z.^2, "Others will enter

tlc gotes of the ferry ond cross from shore to shore " He uses images of

people going from si-pre to *tore on the ferry. All of the people who

take the ferry to one side will always take it back again. I think in this

case that Whitman tned establishing a relationship with humanity in

regard to the crcle of life and human existence. His writing style

pa"mits inclusiveness of all human beings. lnclusiveness works because

rt is a poem about me (individualism).

After teaching an American literatwe class, I received feedback

'Jrat indic*ed students'positive attitude towards literature and zuggested

i:at they would continue to read American Literature in the fuurre.

\evertheless, some problems with the Reader-Response approach have

:ttn ider$ified as follows (l) Student's nterpretations may deviate

_=eatly from the work, making it problematic for the teacher respond

=d evaluate, (2) Selecting appropriate materials can be problerr,euc

:Eca.rse *re level of language difficuhy and unfamiliar cultural content

-o'; prevant students from giving meanurgf,rl rnterpretatiors, (3) The

-ex of linguistic guidance may hrnder students' ability to understand the

-=guage of the text to respond to it, (4) The students' culhue may make

:ma reluctant to discuss their feelings and reactions openly. Therefore,

:-.rn *rough Reader-Response has many advantages for leamers, it still

fr-es€flts problems that need to be tackled in acnral practice.
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CONCLUSION

I am positive by leamrrg some great experiences and histones

from big counEies will support us to have clear vision as a nation We

also reahze that lndonesia is multiculnralism and pluralism supported

by the environment of fimdamentalism, liberal and tnoderate. ln relation

to the existence of other cultrral values in our home, absolutely they

give positive and negative rmpacts toward Indonesran culture' In short'

we must be selectrve. But if we claim that our culhrre itself is the

absolute truth, it will trigger conflicts. Not every foreigrr culture is too

bad,butitcanmotivatet-lstobemorecompetitivetharrbefore.See

competitiveness with opporhlnity oriented not risk oriented. we must

be proud of our culture but we do not want to be any alien in our home'

We are like fish in aquanum, the foreigners carl see our activities from

outside but we can not see them well. Berng selective of other culture rs

one way to keeP our culture alive.

I am stne Indonesia still should (must) keep to learn' After

cornparing and contrasting with lndividualism ala America in a deep

meaning we can learn such as individual freedorq competition, self-

reliance, equality of opportunity, and hard work lf we only still hate

extremely other culhres because of the differences, we can lack

motivation to competitive with them'
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In relation to the above issue, so what does the Amencan theme

of individualism mean in the Indonesian context? How is it perceived?

How is it received? One thing is certain, in contrast to the American

urclination lndonesian literahre and culhre has historically been very

much less attuned to Individualism. lndonesia's most known author,

Prasmoedya, is avidly social-realist in his writings. Marxism, though

techrucally still illegal to teach, is perhaps the most popular of westenr

philosophies for abstract (though no one is a true Marxist in practice)

critigues of policy (particularly the excesses of capitalism urd the

devastating impact of inadequate regulation), ideas, and literahre.

ln most recent context, individualisrn is linked with democlacy

n Indoensi4 for an example, democracy as a practical possibility of

rdividulism is also linked with the rights of the people pertainng the

3or-emment. Democracy refers not only the right of life, liber[ and

:ryprness individr:atly and personally, but also to the rights of people in

iaermining ther own government. People have a central and strong

;ositron ard right in establishing their own government system. They

-ve rights to abolish the govemment if the government is comlpt or

;ea-k and institute agatn a new govemment that can secure and save

i.len lives and freedom.

When evaluating the relevance of approaches to teachlng

{mencan Literahrre to uruversity language students, it is useful to

;"r-rsrder the follovzing marnstay pnnciples as follows (I ) The purposes
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of learning. Teacher firstry should give the purposes of reaming as well
as tlre definition of it. The snrdents with their curiosiry win embrace the
coume through the'experiences. In addition, they will inevitabry forge
shong connections with the ptots, themes, and ideoiogical assumptions
of literahrre and wilr become active reamers that embrace critical
thinking; (2) Activities in the crassroom. The study of American
literature is amenable to student-centered acbvihes that offer
opporrunines for debate, discussion, and interpretahon. Therefore, the
choice of texts and activities is crucial because these selections *,ll
make the differe.ce between passive reading and active involvernent
with a literary text; (3) The place of Meaaing Meamng is the resuh of
tlre two-way relationship between texts and readers, depending on
readers' experience, the readrng context, and the difficulty, style, and
form of literary language. Meanrng rs also 

'rfluenced 
by how students

relate to the author, portra).al of identiry, culture, gender, and social
class; (4) Rore of the teacher. The teacher is an important facilitator
and guide when it comes to offering a choice of texts and ways to
interpret them He or she must plan and prepa'e to involve studen* in
lessons and encourage them to express their viewpourts; (5) Rore of the
student American riterature has the power to create opiruons and
individuar meanings for shrdents; hence, they will typicalry be the ones
to initiate and sutain activities based on the literary themes that
resonate wrth them. This wrrl help students become active crassroom
participants and will lead to autonomous leaming.
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