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Abstract

The world has developed into one big area where the borders

between countries are no longer Seen aS obstacles to create such

relationship among nations in the world. The result of this global

evolvement is amazingly great that no a single culture is immune

toward the tnfluence of other cultures. Alienation over this

phenomenon will put a nation aside from the global inter-relation
among nations in the world. We can learn some experiences from
big countries to avoid stumbling into the same pitfalls as they. This

paper is by no means a comprehensive account of globalization or
more acatrately, globalization, in Indonesia or ASEAN. In fact, it
is intended to be more suggestive than comprehensive though it is
characterized by more summary than controversy'

Key-words: , Thirtt ll/orld, threats, opportunities, cornpdition'
alienation, so cial conflias

I. INTRODUCTION
A. Background

Anyone who has visited -- at least has seen in media-- an

underdeveloped country knows the scene: the sharps contrast

between rich and poor. At the first sight, the modern capital city,

with its international airport, skyscrapers, traffic jams, business

men, high-walled private homes, neon signs advertising luxury
goods from every continent-and beggars, pollution, and shanty-

towns just beyond view of downtown. And then there is the rest of
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t!9.gountry: unrelieved squalor, too many people for too little land,
children with distended bellies, the *ort pri*itive technology,
thatched-roof dwellings, a closeness to death. Destiny or politicsr
Merely two societies, one modern and advancing, the other
backward and decaying; or a structurally unequal system, the
smaller part feeding off the larger?

The purpose of this paper is to use the Global-Humanist
approach and Marxist theory in political economy to examine the
crisis of human insecurity at closer range. Giobal Humanism
combines two approaches. one is a set of humane values and
norms' These enable us to examine national policies, ideologies,
social forces, and institutions everywhere from partiCuhr
standpoint ofthe needs and interests ofthe planet, considered as a
human community. The other approach is Marxism in conflict
theory. According to Marx, Society involves competition between
social groups / classes. Social conflicts taking ilace within the
emerging industrial society. Marx predicted 

-that 
the conflicts

between capital and labor would coniin r. and even increase until
the former would be completely eliminated by a new social order.
(Barbu, 1971:30)

Political economy sense means as applied to international
politics, focused on the ways certain systims (such as world
capitalism and imperialism) and structures ( such as transnational
corporations and military-industrial complexes) often decisively
influence the distribution of wealth and po*"t within and between
nations, and therefore the character of national and international
security. (Gurtov. 1988:7). I want to bring to life my previous
generalizations about global problems, connecting them with the
voices of the oppressed by presenting .*. study of
underdevelopment to developing (Indonesia, if possible) and
human rights. The first task, however, is to clariSr this .,Third
World" I have been generalizingabout.

By borrowing the writing of Melvin Gurtov (l9gg, 74).
There are two ways in defining of the Third world. First,
conventional definitions divide the countries of the Third world
according to a national average GNp per person, yielding high,
middle, and low-income categories. The merit or inis division is
that it enables us to distinguish (as the word Bank does), newly
industrializing countries are the upper-middle income, oil exporters
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are the high income and the impoverished and unindustrialized
countries are low income.

Moreover, a second way to define the Third World is
quintessentially Realist: it consists of the "developing" economies
in relation to the "developed" ones, as measured by the value of
their resources, markets, and strategic situation. Third World
countries are then defined an either threats to or opportunities
for furtherance of one developed country's or region's national
interests. Consider, for example, the official U.S. view of recent
years. The Third World is threatening insofar and may deny the
united States access to investment markets and vital resources. As
opportunity, the Third World's importance to standard U.S.
interests goes far beyond the traditional geopolitical concern about
allies and overseas bases. In market, Third world countries
purchase almost 40 percent of U.S. exports.

Still by citing Gurtov's writing (1988: T7-88), other
characteristics of Third world are as follows (r). The typical
Third world country has a clear class structure; (2). Third world
country has high unemployment and underemployment in both
rural and urban areas ; (3). The status of women is deplorably low;
(4). People's basic needs are very far from being met; (5). The
Third world country has very high population growth caused
mainly by its underdevelopment, one result being more wide-
spread hunger and malnutrition; (6). Its economic objective is
industrialization and exportJed development, often leading to the
neglect of agriculture.

Rather than define the Third world in terms of state
interests, developed or underdeveloped, I choose a planetary
perspective that embraces human interests and structural problems.
From that perspective, the "Third world" whose basii survival
needs, cultural and spiritual identities, and quite possibiy personal
self-esteem have been badly eroded by forces largely beyond their
control. These forces, both internal and external to their
communities and countries, have prospered at their expense.
Regardless of how one characterizes this system-imperialism,
dependence, unequal exchange, a single (world capitarist) mode of
production, corporate transnationalism-it amounti to basically the
same end result: The world works to benefit the few to the expense
of the many.
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Absolutely,itisverysuitablecorrelatedwiththeimpacts
of globalization' itself. 

-Globalization 
has brought in new

opportunities to aevffiing coytfes to improve productivity and

;'d*=*g standard.'But globalizatian has also thrown up new

challenges lit e growing in"qiutlV social across and within nations'

;;il1rry ir, finiciai fr*ri and environmental deteriorations. Guy

B;;#t, ,"V' trrJirr" p-cess of globalization not only includes

opening up of *onJ trade, development of advanced means of

communication, intet itiinalization o f financial markets, grow ing

importance "f 
MNa';r, poputution migrations and more generally

increased mobility oi'p"tto"t, goodsl capital' {?tu qd. ideas but

also infections, aisea.Jes ana'iollution as well social conflicts

(Balakrishnan, 2004)

B. Problem Statement

Thewriterintendstodiscusssomeindispensableproblems
in this Paper as follows:

1. How to give the deep meaning of the 'Third World' in the

horizon of globalization era?

2. How does world politics do in global-humanist perspective?

3. What are the roles of America along with delocracy and

capitalism toward the world through globalization?

4.Howdoesglobalizationpromisethe.ThirdWorld'forpeace
and ProsPeritY?

C. Goals
Basedontheaboveformulated-problems,thewriterattempts

to gain a number of objectives such as:

1'Toidentifythemaincharacteristicsof.ThirdWord'in
globalization era

2.Toanalyzetheimplicationofglobalizationtowardsociety
(conflicts) and globai insecuritY

3. To highlight on the roles of America as multiculturism and

super power .;""rO "i it" birth of globalization in political

4. fft*:, some visions, strategies, and repositioning toward the

presence of globalization in our home
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D. Aims
Furthermore, this paper has significant points, namely,

theoretically and practically as follows:

1. Theoretically, it is expected both the readers and the researchers

will bring new perspectives and get fully understanding about

globalization efa towards peace and prosperiry and also develop

the horizon in analyzing materials for political economy

2. Practically, it is contributed to the readers and the politicians or

other figures, mainly, by learning the experiences both

America and ASEAN (China and India, for examples) can give

an illumination to cope with the Indonesian problems (social

and political economy) toward globalization and prosperity

II. R.EVIEW AND DISCUSSION

A. Globalization, America and ASEAN
In the beginning twentieth first century, most people

assume that it is ASEAN era. Mostly half of gtoss national
products will be dominated by ASEAN. China and India will be a

threat for America in expanding their markets globally. Based on

some parameters recently, they will be the winners in the opened-

fighting in the globalization era, almost there are no obstacles not

only in information, capital, goods, services, humans but also in
ideology and nationality.

Even, Economic globalization and corporate globalists

could be new players. Eight years ago, 5l of 100 the strength of
the biggest economy was not in hand of country but in cotporate
globalists, for an example, Wal-Mart incorne as a retail company in
2001 was higher than gross domestics products of Indonesia as a

country. The biggest transnational company of the world, General

Electric, dominated asset of US$ 647,483 billion or almost three

times of Indonesia's gross domestics products (KOMPAS, 20 Mei
2006)

Herewith, it is very interesting to comprehend between

America as a super power country and Asean, mainly, China as a

threat for its global market. Cause America has indispensible roles

in globalization era. A brief summary of those nations are going to
be explored on which America is first. I initiate my writing with
three big influenced-nations. There is called "the three lateral
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commission" which is the most influential corporate-Globalist

organiratlonintheworldwiththememberssuchastheUnited
Stites, Western Europe and Japan' According to them' the key to

success for corporate globalittt it the free flow of goods and

,.rui.., aroundiht *ot'id' Only then, they maintain' gan optimum

conditions for expansion be assured. competition without

hindrance from government is an essential norm of corporate

globalism.

America and its alliances which adopt capitalism and

democracy will get big advantages to dominate the world free

market. America ful|y realiz.t to build big power by creating

;bb; industries und strengthening the economic sector as

iignificant factors in society and nation. When America's economy

trinsformed into strong and ready to competitive with others, trt

needed an abroad marklt for its products. In fact, America did it for

trade and imPerialism'

In the eighteenth century, America adopted democracy and

made revolution by and for d,*ottuty At thaf t1T?'^u popular

revolution slogan ias "no tax without representatigl" +l.t getting

itsindependencefromWesternswhichwerefullydictatorand
ut*rtty, America made a new theory of government' As in the

"p."lttg 
lines of the second paragrlph, Thomas Jefferson cleariy

andsimplystatedthebasicprinciplesof.whattodgvwecall
a"*o.tuiy "... all men are criated equal"' he wrote ,""' they are

indowed by their Creatar with ceitain unalienable rights; "'

among these are life, liberty, and the pursuits of happiness"'
i,Unailenable rights; are rights which can not be taken away from

the people-not by any governmgnt, nor even by the people

themselves (Curti and Todd, 1972: 123)

Democracyasapracticalpossibilityofindividualismisalso
linked with the iigtt, br tn. people perraining the government.

D.-o.rury refers ?ot only to ilg't of life, liberty and happiness

individualiy arrd-perronaliy, bui also to the rights of people in

J.ir*ining tt rir' own government' People have a central and

strongporitiorrandrightinestablishingtheirowngovernment
,yrt.it.' rn.y ;; iigtttt to abolish the government if the

jovernment 
-is 

comrpt- or yruk and institute again a new

iovernment that can r.,u" and save their lives and freedom'
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Nowadays, the number of nations adopting new democratic
constitutions increased dramatically during the 20th century.
samuel Huntington, in The Third wave: Democratization in the
Late Twentieth century (1991), argued that "there were 59
democracies worldwide" (13). Meanwhile Francis Fukuyama
(1992:12), in The End of History and the Last Man, counted 6l
democratic nations. How have some nations made the transition
from monarchy, colonial government, or dictatorship to a
democratic form of government? It is an interesting issue to be
explored.

Actually, those transitions divulge some questions in our
minds, mainly, the concept of democracy. It is undeniably true that
democracy is the most commonly used in political terms as well
governments such as guided democracy, parliamentary democracy,
deliberative democracy and liberal democracy. It has a precise
meaning in political science. Actually, any valid explanation of
political terms must include consideration of two basic concepts: ^

change (radical to liberal, for an example) and values (human rights
and egalitarianism in democracy). political change is fundamental
to any society. Meanwhile values are closed to social and cultural
condition at the time used to get better understanding towards the
changing.

A powerful trend toward democratization as well as a
concomitant trend toward a market economy seerns to be
continuing in much of the developing and underdeveloping
countries. Some of them are dealt with the failure of closed
economic strategies and the pressure of international institutions. A
market_economy for some analysts is as a necessary prerequisite for
tl9blg democracy. Democracy is getting beffer if theie is piosperity.
The implication of democracy has different models in each country.
Indonesia, for an example, no adopt all the concept of American
liberal democracy but it still holds the principle values of pancasila
as social and cultural characteristics. The writdr believes that
democracy itself, in fact, is any kind of cultural conflict. lt means
that orientation in conflict and competitions to achieve the goals as
a winner not to annihilate the rival and it usually runs based on
rules.

Second value is capitalism. The values and practices of
democracy associated with capitarism are equally familiar: they
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includeprivateownershipofthemeansofproduction,thepursuit

"f 
pt"niUy self-interested entrepreneurs, and the right to unlimited

gain through economic effort. in its ideal formulation, capitalism

also stresses on competition among producers' a substantial

measufe of laissez-faire, and market determination of production,

distribution,ffideconomicreward'Certainnotionsfrom
lndividuatlst doctrine and the so-called Protestant ethic, such as an

empr,asisonachievementanhardwork,arealsowidelyregarded
* p"tt 

"i,tte 
capitalist creed (Herbert andZaller' 1984:2)'

Those values are to be any America's message to spread

themoutallovertheworld.WarforAmericaisdedicatedfor
realization and picked dictatorship out, so America can get freedom

anddemocracyaswellthisworldistobesuitableenough.
Mo."oo.r, Amlrica is to be a ru1e model which must be followed

byothernations.ClasslessisalsoanilluminationofAmericaas
multiculturism nation in Salad bowl, for an example. Furthermore,

capitalism ideology stated tha! humans' drive is to do economic

activities. So the oiientation of American is materialism' Based on

itsgreatexperiences,Americaalongwithcapitalismcouldgive
ptoJp.tity and peace meanwhile other nations' mainly Europe'

were in conflicts and *ars at that time. Therefore, America clairn

that isolation potitit is good step to declare "America is a

democratic nation separated ftom Western"

Inthelatenineteenthcentury,Americastatedthatliberal
trade was the best method not only for its country, but also for

international trade. America claimed that the international trade

basedonfreetradewillgivegreatprosperity-an{mutualbenefits
among nations. it. .olnttpi of supply and demand adopting

domestic economic, will thuttgt th; humans' egoism to be

beneficial social products in inter-relation among nations in the

world. International conflicts can be solved by free trade, not as a

O"** sense, it will bring bad competition' gonf-licq' and war'

Therefore, free trade creates peace, and peace, absolutely' supports

trade.

In spreading capitalism out over the world' America

introduces n". t uJJ and globalization era. A new globalization

wasbornasanewreligion,withitschallengesandhopes.Every
nation admires it and i"irh"r very much to improve their lives.

itroogt World Free Market in 2010' ASBAN are now proud to
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tell the world that they live in a globalization era. It is like a cake

fresh from the oven, and people have smelled the afoma (because

they heard on media that globalizalion could bring prosperity). But

,*.lliog is not enough. They want to get a piece of the cake.

Globalization has to improve the country before people get

bored with poverty. At least, we must prepale ourselves in facing

this era. It is undeniable fact. Now, one month after the opening of
world free market, people only smetrl the aroma, but they do not get

a taste of the cake. "Opportunity-oriented not risk-oriented", I
think is a good start in fighting the globalization in our country. we

are not afraid of something, but we have to do something to counter

it positively.

We can learn from China and India, for examples Even

though, China does not adopt democracy, it gets prosperity. China

is always proud of their great histories. To prepare the globalizatton

era, It did ,.t,r.n around". For writer, china is not prepared well to

adopt democracy by per capita under $1.000. To bring about it,

China must focus on economic sectof firstly, then, democracy (if
possible)

According to data from united Nations conference on

Trade and Development in 2004, China was the third biggest

exporters for merchandise goods and the ninth for commercial

seivices with 9oh and 2.8o/o from the total of the world exports.

Meanwhile in the list of 50 TNC's (the biggest financial sector),

there afe three representations from China, "Industrial &'

Commercial Bank of China" (rank of 23), "Bank of China" (34)

and "China Construction Bank" (39). Volume of China expotls was

afound US$ 325 billion in 2002. Manufacture output in 2003 was

the third after America and Japan. In service sectors, china got

rank of 9th after USA, Japan, German, British, France, Italy,

Canada, and Spain. Meanwhile, India got fank of 20th as exporter

for. merchandise goods (1,1%) and number 22 fot commercial

services (1,5%). India will dominate in IT sector. China's GNP

will be predicted 175% over USA's GNP i4 2050. (Samhadi,

2002:34).

After having opened to the world two decades ago, most

people only assumed that China was big market with billion
ioniu-.rr so it was very interesting for retail business and world
manufacturing. Lately, China is not only for market but also for
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:asis of production for manufacturing products to supply global
narket. china in the-2lth is similar to British in the -19th. Besides,
china is as basis of production for manufacturing works, It can also
;ompetitive in many advanced-technology industries. Joining
china in wro (world Trade organizationf is to be a strength that
;r is very difficult to be competed in global market. As well as
china's products for high technology, they are in great demand.

1.r" was a significant increase in china's electronii products for
USA products from 9,5yo (1992) to 2l,gvo(rgg9).In contrast, some
:ountries in ASEAN fell down drastically from lTyo to 6%o around
t000.

Based on the above description, china is getting better to be
*orld class market by expanding its diversifiCation and market
from low-middle-high technology products. It will strengthen
china position as the world's factory in penetrating at the
trventieth-first century. How can china do that iilr rnrre *e sorne
factors influencing it such as (l). china has big markets so some
investors are interested to give their investmentJin order to use the
access of its markets. (2). some innovations and creativities in its
products are main keys; china also focuses on high end products
mainly for manufacturing products (3). china can provide local
engineers in big volume with low salary than hire non-local
engineers with high salary. china is also developing the activities
of researches and development in line with its ambiiion to be The
Fastest G'owing Innovation centre of the world. (a). china has an
excellent infrastructure as a means of transportation. (5)
Government's policies such as investment, tax, tariff, duty are not
burden (6). China has special zone as industrial areas.

B. Globalization in Our Home : A perspective

Seemingly, what is happening in the America is happening
globally. I think that globalization itself is any product of Arnerica
to hegemony. America offers us products of democracy and
capitalism that can give peace and prosperity is still questionable
until now. Globalization itself is a camouflage of capitalism with
free trade. Not in order to be alienated from the inter-relation
among nations, Indonesia must take and face it. It is very
inevitably. Absolutely, Indonesia found difficulties in challenging
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offer bv gl";'l#;t'uia's"yt""otnt tends to "takr

' It means t#..tijl;*it i"'5t i:"t ir" competitiveness' There are

main obstac;:;;;;; t" b';;;;l 
"' - tnao;;;;;T lffi

xil:l'l?:;f *:li*:xr"'t'l'r'TT":I:'^}i:5il9;ori'ii'
stfuctureorir,,privatesectori"*r'i.r'"few-familvorvnedgfoups
largelv u"*l'i""'' il; ;;d'1 : Jt;i"r th: ::^:il;"f;;;* 1i:
rates of #;ftfi:"t'. pTltularlv among vo\

people*i.i,'^u'*i.micuickgiffi]Ho*"i'..oacceieratethe
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economic change? Indonesia should take the following steps

(alternatives): Defining agents of change; Defining issues and

tools to be active; Linking the actors of change in a common
strategy to taking advantage of globalization; and Exiting from the
vicious circle of low productivity to the virtuous circle of high
productivity and competitiveness on the global market.

TII.CONCLUSIOi\
The above information describes in a brief of China and

India from the viewpoint of global competition. We can take the

characteristics shared by the two nations the factors that are

important to Indonesian companies as they strive to increase their
competitive advantage in world market. At a time when global
competition is intensifying, China and India, using different
strategies, remain internationally competitive. China has supplied
innovative products to global market. India decided on the global-

operations strategy. Despite their different approaches, both China
and India have successfully met the challenges of global

competition.

The penetrating of globalization in this era is inevitably.
Alienation from this phenomenon will put aside Indonesia from
inter-relation'among nations in the world. Alienation, division of
class, dehumanization, class conflict, are seemingly as the economy

comes to control human beings, are any product of capitalism
reflected in globalization. I am positive by learning some great

experiences and histories from big countries will supporl us to have

clear vision as a nation. Until now, Indonesia is still questionable

"quo Vadis of Indonesia". See competitiveness with opportunity

oriented not risk oriented. I am sure Indonesia still should (must)

keep to learn. Some points that we can learn are such as visioning,
positioning, strategy, government policy, and leader. It is

absolttely essential that our creative endeavor should be directed

towards the formulation of genuinely Indonesian solutions.
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